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while raiding the business pirates of San Francisco, muses,
"Work, legitimate work, was the source of all wealth.
Whether it was a sack of potatoes, a grand piano or a seven
passenger touring car, it came into being only by a per-
formance of work. Where the bunco came in was in the
distribution of these things after labour had created them.
By hundreds of thousands men sat up and schemed how they
could get between the workers and the things the workers
produced. These schemers were business men. The size of
the whack they took was determined by no rule of equity,
but by their own strength and swinishness. It was always a
case of 'all the traffic could bear.' "

Rank heresy to unawakened America of 1910, this was
authentic proletarian writing; because the sentiments were
not superimposed upon the story, because they appear to be
a necessary part of Daylight's observations and conclusions
about the local scene, they become at one and the same time
proletarian writing and art. When The Iron Heel had been
published Jack had been accused of destroying a good novelist
to become a mediocre propagandist; he had replied that he
could weld propaganda and art so that the reader could never
see where they had been joined. In Burning Daylight he was
successful at this most difficult of all writing tasks. With
millions of people thrilling to the exploits of Burning
Daylight, he was reinstated in favour with both the bourgeois
and socialist publics.

Confirmed in his knowledge that he had lost none of his
powers, and desirous of firing a twenty-one-gun salute in
honour of Charmian's announced pregnancy, Jack began the
fulfilment of another of his great life dreams. He started
work on the house in which he planned to live for the rest of
his life, choosing for its site a magnificent spot in a canyon
of the Hill Ranch, surrounded by redwoods, vineyards, prune
orchards, and forests of manzanita. Here he would have
room for his library of four thousand volumes, for the stacks
of broad white cardboard boxes in which he arranged his
government reports, socialist pamphlets, newspaper clip-
pings, national dialects, names and customs, the poems he